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The court of Nagpoor was jealous of British interference, as Sindiah had been on a former occasion. The manly and open conduct of Vizier Mahomed, dispelled all doubt as to the character of his connexion with the Pindarries; while Sadick Ali (70) was siezing Cheynpoor Barree and other possessions, Vizier Mahomed sent'an agent to Colonel Close> to describe the necessity under which he had acted; to urge, a third time, the claims of the Bhopal family on the British nation, for the aid formerly given to General Goddard ; and finally to state his complete acquiescence in whatever terms the Colonel might dictate. His agent was instructed to declare distinctly, that no thoughts of opposition were entertained against a nation, which was regarded by the Princes and nobles of Bhopal, with an hereditary feeling of hope and confidence; and towards which no extreme of distress could ever make them place themselves in the relation of enemies.
The conduct of Vizier Mahomed and his officers, when the British troops were within, or near, his territories, corresponded with his professions. The policy of Raghojee Bhonslah (of Nagpoor) was vacillating. The British Government had every day less cause to rely on the friendship of its ally; who clearly was endeavouring to ruin the Bhopal state, under cover of the presence of a British force : and by its
(70)   The Nagpoor Rajah's general.